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This school agenda belongs to:

Name

|[ADMINISTRATIVE STAFH
Principal

Jim Atkinson

|Principal’s Welcome|

Welcome to The Fort! The 2008—2009 school year will provide opportunities to build on the traditions of
leadership and academic excellence that have been proudly established at Fort Dorchester High School. FDHS
respects all Patriots past, present, future, and will accept nothing less from our students.

Pride underscores everything at Fort Dorchester High School, and “Patriot Pride” is expressed each day
as we recognize and honor the symbols and ceremonies of respect for our country.

Please be responsible by making yourself familiar with the contents of this handbook.

Good Luck & “Go Patriots!”

Jim Atkinson, Principal

Assistant Principals

Henry Darby Tim Cook Suzette Shaw John Speer

(12" Grade) (11" Grade) (10™ Grade: A-K) (10" Grade: L-2)
Courtney Bunao Greg Harrison Thad Schmenk
(9" Grade: A-G) (9" Grade: H-P) (9" Grade: Q-2)
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The Fort Dorchester High School Handbook contains Fort Dorchester High School’s rules and
regulations. Every student will receive a copy at registration and is responsible for reading its contents. The
Fort Dorchester High School Handbook must remain intact throughout the entire school year. Failure to
read this booklet is an unacceptable reason for not following the rules

STUDENT HALL PASSES
Students are to use the hall pass given to them from the teacher, containing the following: the date,
student name, destination, time leaving, and teacher’s initials. Please be advised that it is the sole responsibility
of the student to make certain that this information (date, student name, destination, etc.) is provided correctly.
Failure to do so will result in appropriate disciplinary measures being taken (see pg. 9) and repeated
violations of this procedure will result in suspension from school.

Loitering Policy |

The school day officially begins at 7:00 am with classes beginning at 7:25 am.
The school day officially ends at 3:15 pm with eighth period ending at 2:55 pm.
The school building will not be open or accessible to students until 6:30 am.

Students remaining on the campus of Fort Dorchester High School after 3:30 pm must be in the company of
and directly supervised by a teacher, club/activity sponsor, or coach of the sport in which they are
participating. It will be the sole responsibility of the student to assure the above criteria are met.

BE ADVISED that under penalty of law (Attorney General’s opinion No. 16-17-420) any person willfully or
unnecessarily disturbing, in any way or in any place, the students, teachers, or administrators of any school by
loitering or acting in any obnoxious manner will be charged with a misdemeanor: 30 to 90 days in jail or $100 to
$1000.00 fine.

BE ADVISED that under penalty of law (Attorney General’s opinion No. 90-61) all persons must have the
permission of the principal in charge to enter or loiter about a school and this may be enforced regardless of whether
school is in session or not.

BE ADVISED that under penalty of law (Attorney General’s opinion No. 94-25) failure by a student or any other
person to leave a school campus when requested to do so by a principal could constitute a criminal offense.

Please be advised that other trespass laws also apply:
No. 16-11-620 — entering after warning/refusing to leave on request.
No. 16-11-630 — refusing to leave public premises that are closed.

Immunity has been granted (No. 59-63-380) to a person affiliated with the school in an official capacity from
criminal prosecution and civil liability to the extent that prosecution and liability arise from the report of school
related crime made in good faith.

STUDENTS FINDING THEMSELVES ON CAMPUS AFTER 3:30 PM AND UNABLE TO MEET THE
CONDITIONS ESTABLISHED BY THIS NOTICE ARE LOITERING.



Scott Campsie
(12" grade)

Natasha Fields
(10" grade A-K)

AFJROTC........cooiiiiiinn,
Athletic Director................
Business Education.............
English.........cococovvnninni.

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

Leonis S. Wright
(10" grade L-2)
Guidance Director

Carey Ellen Walker
(11" grade A-K)

Tony Mosley
(11" grade L-Z)

Laura Jones Sharon Balcome Darryl Evans
(9" grade A-K) (9™ grade L-2) CDF

DEPARTMENT HEADS

...... Lt. Col. Robert Ticknor
....... Steve LaPrad

...... Michelle T. Williams
....... Amanda Smith

Family and Consumer Sciences..... Nadine Miller

Lisa Galligan, Receptionist

....... Richard Davis
...... Cheryl Bernardi

IB/AP Coordinator............Lisa Shaffer
Math.............ooooii Tim Jones

Media Center.................. Dr. Sandra Parker
Physical Education........... Vickie LaPrad
Science.....ovviveiiiiiinnnns Cathy McClam
Social Studies................. Keirstan Harris
Special Education............ Marguerite Platt

SECRETARIAL STAFF
Jo Lynn Harrison, Principal’s Secretary/Payroll Secretary
Valerie Reese, Transcript Secretary

Nancy Cogburn, Financial Secretary

Sue Stempert, Guidance Secretary

Cindy Bogstad, Systems Operator

CAFETERIA
Pat McCalip

NURSE
Rachel Altman, RN
Sharon Burris, RN

Mary Allen, Attendance

Karen Huffman, Athletic Secretary
Lorraine Belida, Attendance
Jeannie Porter, Discipline Secretary
Lois Porter, Attendance Secretary
Patty Amaro, Student Information

SRO
Kelly Loff



IFAMILY RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT|

The Family Rights and Privacy Act is a law that intends to protect the accuracy and privacy of student educational records. In that regard,
please note the following:

1. The definition of educational records includes all records, files, documents, and other materials containing information directly related to
your child.

2. Without prior consent, only parents and authorized individuals will have access to their child’s educational records. However, unless you
make a request in writing, to the contrary, the school may release without consent directory information contained in your child’s education
records: name, address, telephone listing, date and place of birth, dates of attendance, major field of study, participation in officially
recognized activities and sports, weight and height, athletic team membership, degrees and awards received, and most recent previous
educational agency or institution attended. The school should receive your written request within ten days of your child’s enrollment in
school.

3. Parents may make an appointment with the school to inspect and review your child’s educational records.

4.  Parents may receive a copy of the Dorchester School District Two’s policy on: Student Records from the school office or the District Office
at 102 Greenwave Blvd., Summerville, SC 29483.

5. Parents may obtain copies of educational records on the basis of 25 cents per page, other than the first copy of a transcript to another
educational institution which will be sent without charge.

6.  Parents have the right to challenge any information contained in their child’s educational records if you think it is inaccurate, misleading, or
inappropriate information.

7. The Principal has ultimate responsibility for all educational records and will periodically review student educational records for the purpose
of correcting and deleting any inaccurate, misleading, or inappropriate information.

The rights described herein are transferred to your child upon the attainment of his/her eighteenth birthday or admission to an institution of post-
secondary education.

TITLE IX

Educational Opportunities and Course Offerings
Dorchester School District Two does not discriminate on the basis of sex in educational programs or activities which it operates, and it
is required by Title IX of the Educational Amendment of 1972 not to discriminate in such a manner. This policy of nondiscrimination includes
the following areas: recruitment and appointment of employees; employment pay and benefits; counseling services for students; access of
students to educational programs, course offerings, and student activities.

Guidance services are available to every student in the school. These services include assistance with educational
planning, interpretation of test scores, occupational information, career information, assistance with study habits, school and/or
social concerns, or any other questions that students feel they want to discuss with the counselor.

Students are urged to make an appointment with their counselor during their lunch period, before or after school, or
whenever possible to avoid missing class work and to avoid long waiting periods.

Promotion
Students are promoted according to the following:
10" Grade - 5 units of which 1 must be math and 1 English, and 3 additional.
11" Grade - 10 units of which 2 must be math, 2 English, 1 science, 1 social studies, and 4 additional.
12" Grade - 16 units of which 3 must be math, 3 English, 2 science, U.S. History, 1 Social Studies, and 6 electives.

Graduation Requirements
To qualify for a South Carolina High School diploma, students must earn a minimum of 24 units of credit and pass the
S.C. exit exam. Students must also demonstrate proficiency in computer literacy.

Guidelines for Schedule Changes
No schedule changes will be made after student schedules have been printed except for the following:
when credit is needed for graduation.
when schedule errors are made by the computer.
when credit has been earned during summer school.
when a student is scheduled for a course for which pre-requisites have not been met, i.e. French Il when the student failed
French I.
Exception to the above must be approved by the Principal. Students may request schedule changes between registration and the
first day of classes by completing a ‘schedule change request’ form and submitting it to guidance. Not all requests can be
honored due to class size and other scheduling conflicts. Class changes will not be made for transient reasons. Course changes
will not be made after the 5th day of classes in 90 day courses or after the 10" day of classes in a 180 day course, unless deemed
necessary by the Principal.



Uniform Grading Policy for South Carolina High Schools
A new uniform grading policy was applied to all South Carolina high schools during the 2001 - 2002 school year. The
complete text of the new grading policy can be obtained by accessing the State Department of Education’s web site at
www.state.sc.us/sde. Highlights of the policy include:
e All grades on report cards and transcripts in South Carolina public high schools will be numerical.
e The numerical breaks for corresponding letter grades are:

93-100= A
85-92=B
77-84=C
70-76 =D
0-69=F

e Students’ grade-point average and rank in class will be figured from a grade-point conversion table
available on the web site listed above and printed on report cards and transcripts.

e The conversion table assigns “quality points” to each numerical grade depending on the grade earned
and the category of weight assigned to the course taken. College Prep and Tech Prep courses earn the
base weight.

e Honors, dual credit, and pre-1B (International Baccalaureate) courses earn a one-half quality point
more, and Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate courses earn a full quality point more
than the base weight. (For example, a student who earns a 100 in a Tech Prep/College Prep course
receives 4.87 quality points whereas a student with a 100 in an Honors course receives 5.37 quality
points and a student who receives a 100 in an Advanced Placement/International Baccalaureate course
receives 5.87 quality points.)

e The formula for figuring Grade Point Ratios (GPR) is:

GPR = Sum (quality points x Carnegie units earned)
Sum of Carnegie units attempted
(a Carnegie unit is a course that counts toward high school graduation requirements)

e Students and parents need to choose courses carefully. There are new guidelines that outline
consequences for students who withdraw from a course. Students who withdraw from a course
after five days in a 90 day course or ten days in a 180 day course shall be assigned a grade of 61
and 0 quality points. The F will be calculated in the students’ overall grade point ratio.

e There are new rules that apply to re-taking courses. If a student earns a D or F in a course, the
course may be re-taken in the same academic year and no later than the next academic year.
Both the D or F earned and the grade earned in the retake will be figured into the overall grade
point ratio.

e  Transfer students will have prior grades converted to District Two guidelines for grades and GPR at
the time of entry.

Examinations and Test
*ACT — The American College Testing assessment is a test similar to the Scholastic Aptitude Test which is administered by the
American College Testing Program of lowa City, lowa. Most four-year colleges and universities require it for the same purposes
as the SAT. Applications may be obtained from your guidance counselor. ACT evaluates the broader educational experience.
ASVAB — The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) will be administered once during the year to all interested
juniors and seniors. Military personnel will administer this test.
HSAP — The High School Assessment Program is an exit exam in reading, mathematics, and writing students must pass to
receive a South Carolina High School diploma. Students who are enrolled in a S.C. public school system the entire tenth grade
year and remain actively enrolled and in good standing until graduation shall have a minimum of four opportunities to pass the
examination. Guidance personnel can provide additional information. All students in their 2" year of high school will take the
HSAP exam.
PSAT — The Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test is open to all students who are interested in taking a test that is similar to the
College Board or SAT. It is especially recommended for sophomores and juniors who plan to enter a four-year college after high
school. The PSAT is also the instrument that is used to determine National Merit Scholarship winners from junior students’ test
scores and is administered at FDHS in October.
*SAT — The Scholastic Aptitude Test is often required for admission to many four-year colleges and universities. It measures the
verbal or language and mathematical abilities that a student has acquired. Students taking the SAT should have passed Algebra Il
with a B or better. It is given on Saturday mornings seven times a year at several locations in the area. Applications may be
obtained from your grade level guidance counselor.


http://www.state.sc.us./sde

End of Course Exam — Several courses have an end of course exam which is required by the state. The grade on this exam is
20% of the overall course grade.
*All schools in the State of South Carolina will accept either ACT or SAT scores.

Withdrawals
Students withdrawing from school must begin the process in the guidance office. If a student is transferring to another
school, the parent needs to come into the guidance office, sign the withdrawal papers, and furnish the school with the student's
new address. If a student is withdrawing from school and does not plan to enter another school, the parent will be contacted.
Counseling will be available if necessary. The student’s official records and transcripts will not be released until all obligations
are satisfied. The parent is contacted and advised of the enrollment status.

Transcripts
A transcript is a copy of an individual’s school record. An OFFICIAL transcript, which is required by colleges, consists
of all subjects, grades, credits, and all test results. It will bear the school seal and the school official’s signature. An
UNOFFICIAL transcript consists of a student’s grades and credits only — same information as is on report cards. There will be
no seal or signature on this transcript, and it will be stamped UNOFFICIAL. The following procedures must be followed when
requesting transcripts:
e Requests for transcripts must be made in writing on a transcript request form.
e  Every student will be allowed two free transcripts, and each additional transcript (Official or Unofficial) will cost $3.00.
Every student will also be allowed one final transcript.
e  Transcript requests must be made 10 days prior to any deadline.
Every student will also be allowed one final transcript mailed to the college he/she will attend at no charge. It is the
responsibility of the student to request his/her final transcript.
A final transcript consists of senior year grades, credits, proof of graduation, final rank and GPA. This information is vital to
completing your file at college. THE STUDENT OR PARENT MUST REQUEST THE FINAL TRANSCRIPT.

Honors / International Baccalaureate (IB) / Advance Placement Programs (AP)

All honor courses are offered to students and may be self-selected. International Baccalaureate courses (and Pre-1B)
are elected by the students themselves to enter the program. Advanced Placement courses are offered to students based on past
academic performance.

Summer School

No more than two units of credit may be earned in one summer school session. No more than a total of six summer
school and/or correspondence unit courses may be applied toward graduation. The only students allowed to take a course(s) in
summer school are those who have failed a course, those who are taking a course(s) to complete their state requirements for a
high school diploma, and those who have been approved by the Principal. No new academic courses can be taken unless
completing requirements for a diploma at the end of summer school or for an elective. Students who were expelled during the
regular school year may take courses during the following summer school session. Exceptions must be approved by the Principal.

Fee Schedule

Transcript: College (10 working days notice) (first 2 free) $3.00
Transcript: Scholarship through Guidance (deadlines enforced) Free
Transcript: Official or unofficial to student (5 working days $3.00
notice)

Transcript for college/military recruiters (5 working days notice) | Free
Driver Training Letter or Duplicate Certificate (3 working days $2.00

notice)

Letters of Attendance (tax, insurance, other) (3 working days Free
notice)

Insurance forms (provided by student) (3 working days notice) Free
Social Security Forms, DSS, etc. Free
Job/Program applications (5 working days notice) Free
Duplicate Report Card or Interim Reports $.50
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Immunization Requirements by SC Law/
The South Carolina General Assembly passed legislation requiring all students to present the school with a valid S.C.

Certificate of Immunization (Form DHEC 1125 4-80). The certificate should indicate immunization for the following:

e  Three (3) doses of any combination of DTP, DT, DTP-Hib, DtaP, or Td vaccine with at least one (1) dose received on or
after the fourth birthday.

e Three (3) doses of any combination of oral or inactivated Polio vaccine with at least one (1) dose received on or after the
fourth birthday.

e  One dose of Rubella (Measles) vaccine received on or after the first birthday, except that children admitted to a child
development program under the control of the State Department of Education, or to kindergarten, first, second, third, fourth,
fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth grades, must have two (2) doses of Rubella (Measles) vaccine with both doses
received on or after the first birthday separated by at least one month.

e One (1) dose of Rubella (German measles) vaccine received on or after the first birthday.

e One (1) dose of Mumps vaccine received on or after the first birthday.

e  Three (3) doses of Hepatitis B vaccine for all children admitted to kindergarten, first, second, seventh, and eighth grades.

Students must have a valid immunization record on file at Fort Dorchester High School.

$20 Registration Fees $20)
Each year, upon registration, a fee is collected from each student in Dorchester District Two. The fees are retained in
an account for the school the students attend. The Principal of the school authorizes expenditures from those funds for the direct
benefit of the students. Fees may not be charged to students eligible for free lunch and must be pro rated for students eligible for
reduced price lunches, providing parents or guardians of these students so request. Examples of supplies or services purchased
are as follows: consumable text materials (workbooks, lab manuals, enrichment materials); science equipment and supplies; art
materials; musical instruments; physical education supplies; student incentives (awards, ribbons, prizes); computer software;
audio visual equipment and resources; supplemental reading materials; maps, globes, atlases; math manipulative; supplemental
library resources; Artists in Residence programs; student handbooks and special mailings; and specialized student programs.

Lockers

All lockers will be assigned on registration day. Lockers are available on a first-come first-served basis. All lockers
are the property of the school and are rented to students for $1.00 per year. Students should make sure that they ‘spin’ the
combination after closing their locker. The school will not assume responsibility for articles taken from lockers.

School lockers may be searched when there is reasonable cause that a locker may contain contraband, illegal
substances, weapons, or materials that could be injurious to the health, safety, or welfare of the students. Individual locker
security is the responsibility of students. Students and visitors, by law, submit to search of property and person while on public
school property or attending school function.

Physical education classes and athletic teams use the lockers in the “locker rooms.”  Students must accept full
responsibility for the proper locking of the lockers. Students are negligent in case of thievery if storage units are not locked
properly after each usage.

ILost Books by SC Law/

Lost Books — (Section 59-31-290 Code of Laws of South Carolina) State Board of Education Regulation requires payment for
the loss of or damage to any book, ordinary wear and tear expected. Schools may require pupils, parents or guardians to pay for
lost or damaged books. In the event of non-payment, the school may deny further benefits of the Free Textbook Program.
Students may check in the lost and found in the office for lost books. If they are not found, the student may be required to buy a
replacement book at prices set by the State Department of Education.




Discipline at Fort Dorchester High Schooll
Fort Dorchester High School’s administrative team believes the most effective form of discipline is self-discipline. We
believe when students clearly understand what behavior is expected of them, they will make good decisions regarding their
actions in school. Each student is responsible for his/her actions at FDHS. The FDHS Handbook & Hall Pass will clarify the
high expectations held for all students and the consequences for not meeting those expectations. Response to misbehavior will be
swift, fair, and firm. The Student Discipline Code of Conduct is strictly enforced at school and at all school sponsored events
including athletic events and field trips.

[The Fort Dorchester High School Code of Conduct]

The following chart lists some breaches of conduct that may lead to suspension, expulsion, and loss of parking
privileges. Students may be subject to a lesser or greater punishment because of circumstances surrounding the breach of
conduct. Should the presence of students constitute an actual threat to the safety and welfare of other students, teachers,
and/or school, they will be dealt with more severely than the measures listed here. All discipline will be administered in
accordance with general policies established by the Board of Trustees. This written code serves as a guide to fair and
equitable treatment and is NOT all inclusive.

Note: Students engaged in field trips or any other school-sponsored activities are subject to the Code of Conduct. In all cases,
when appropriate, students will be financially responsible for damages to persons and/or property.

Administrative Probation: Administrative probation is the absolute last attempt to control behavior at the school level.
Conference/Counseling: This action is given when it is necessary to have a child discuss the problems they are having in
school. Teachers, counselors, and administrators are involved in this effort.
Detention: Detention is held at teacher’s discretion of time, place, and length of time. Prior notification of parents is required if
the student’s time of arrival at or departure from home will be effected.
Expulsion: The school board may authorize or order the expulsion of any student for a commission of any crime, gross
immorality, gross misbehavior, persistent disobedience, or for violation of written rules and regulations established by the district
board, or the State Board of education, or when the presence of the student is detrimental to the best interest of the school. The
student may be suspended from school and all school activities during the time of the expulsion procedures.
Inappropriate behavior at Fort Dorchester is divided into three categories:

1. Class Disruptions

2. Persistent Disobedience

3. Gross Misconduct
In School Detention (ISD): Teacher sends students to ISS for their one (1) class period. Teacher calls office first then sends
student to ISS room. Teacher calls parent to report behavior.
In School Suspension (ISS): Students are in school all day, but are in a separate room supervised by the ISS teacher. This
counts as a suspension. Work from the student’s teacher will be sent to the ISD/ISS room.
Loss of Parking Permit (LPP): Students will lose their privilege to bring/park a vehicle (parking pass) on school property or
the right to apply for a parking pass. There will be no refund of the parking pass fee if privileges are revoked. A student may
reapply for a parking permit after a period of time specified by the principal. If approved, the fee for a new permit must be paid.
Lunch Detention: Administrative or Teacher given detention to be served 15-30 minutes during a lunch period.
Morning Detention: Administrative detention given by an administrator between 7:00 am to 7:15 am.
Out of School Suspension (0SS): Students are suspended from school and all school grounds and activities (including athletic
events) throughout the day and evening of the suspension. Students are not allowed on school grounds or at school functions
during period of suspension.
Saturday School: Student may be assigned Saturday School from 9 am-12 pm. During this time the student may be required to
utilize the APEX learning system or to fulfill other requirements specified by the administration.
Shared Responsibility: Shared responsibility is a punishment that involves the parent of a student coming to school with the
student. This is an alternative to an Out of School Suspension and School Intervention Program referral. Parents will be required
to be with their student for the entire school day in classes and at lunch.

Class Disruptions — Behavior that disrupts instruction is managed by the teacher.

Persistent Disobedience — Repeated violation of school rules will be referred to the Administration
9



FDHS 2008-09 Discipline Flow Chart

These interventions do not pertain to violations the school board classifies as “gross misconduct”.

Intervention #1 ISD

Intervention #2 ISD (Multiple Days) (Preferably from the class in question)
Intervention #3 Guidance Referral and %2 day of ISS

Intervention#4 Parent Conference with administrator and 4 hours work detail or Saturday School
Intervention #5 1 day of ISS

Intervention #6 2 days of ISS

Intervention #7 3 days of ISS

Intervention #8 Suspended until parent conference and 2™ guidance referral
Intervention #9 1Day OSS** (out of school suspension)(parent conf. req’d.)
Intervention #10 2 Days of OSS** (parent conference required upon return)
Intervention #11 3 Days of OSS** (parent conference required upon return)
Intervention #12 Suspended until Parent Conference and Probation Contract Signed

**Shared Responsibility is offered to parents in lieu of suspension for OSS.

ID Violations, caps, hoods, dress violations, public displays of affection, and profanity will follow the flow chart
below:

1* intervention 30 minute detention and administrative conference
2" intervention % day of ISS and parent notification

3 intervention 1 day of ISS

4" intervention Wherever it falls on the top flow chart.

Profanity directed towards a faculty member will be considered profanity/disrespect and will be dealt with on the
original flow chart whereas a faculty member overhearing profanity toward another student will be dealt with at the
bottom flow chart.

Major infractions that involve student arrest, fighting, drugs, etc. have a more severe penalty. Fights-3 day
suspension, arrest, and strict probation.

After 12 interventions, 30/60/90 day program becomes an option or another alternative may be utilized.

This flow chart is a quide. Administrators have the authority to use their experience, wisdom and judgment
when determining consequences.
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Tardiness
Students should arrive by 7:15 am to be prepared for classes by 7:25 am. If students are not in class by 7:25 am, they
are tardy; if students arrive after 7:35 am, they are to report immediately to the attendance secretary in the Attendance Office.
Students who are tardy to school in the morning are to report to the Student Information Center to receive a pass to
class. Please note that tardies due to traffic, running out of gas, oversleeping, flat tires, loss of electrical power, etc.
are NOT EXCUSED TARDIES.

During the school day, when the tardy bell rings, all students should be in their designated classroom for that period.
All unexcused tardies are cumulative by class period per semester.

Consequences for repeated tardiness are as follows:

Tardy consequences on a semester basis by class period are as follows:

a. 0-2 unexcused tardies Student will be excused and counseled by the classroom teacher.

b. 3-5unexcused tardies Student will be assigned In-School Detention (morning or lunch) by the
classroom teacher. Teacher will notify parent.

c. 6 unexcused tardies Student will be referred to Guidance by the classroom teacher to

develop an intervention plan. The guidance counselor will notify
parent, student and teacher.

d. 7-9 unexcused tardies Student will be assigned In-School Suspension for that class period.
Parent will be notified.

e. 10 unexcused tardies Student and parent will conference with an administrator to review the
intervention plan.

f.  11-12 unexcused tardies Student will be assigned an after school detention (3 hours). Parent
will be notified.

g. 13-15 unexcused tardies Student will be assigned In-School Suspension. Parking permit may be
revoked for ten (10) days by the administrator. Parent will be notified.

h. 16 unexcused tardies Student will be assigned shared responsibility or Out of School

Suspension (one day). Parents will conference with administrator to
review intervention plan.

School Security and the Student Identification Card Program
School security guidelines provided by the State and the Federal Governments stress the importance of controlling
access to school building and grounds. The student picture Identification Card (ID) program and the surveillance camera system
installed throughout school are the first line of defense against intruders, and they must never be manipulated. Students
tampering with the video surveillance equipment will be disciplined firmly including referral to law-enforcement. Likewise,
students ID’s that are altered will be confiscated and replaced at a $5.00 charge.

Student Identification Cards

All students are provided, free of charge, a student Identification (ID) card with their picture, name, grade and other
valuable operational data printed on the surface. Students’ ID’s must NOT be altered. The ID card will be displayed from a
school issued lanyard to be worn around the neck of the student. An Administrator will confiscate ID’s that become folded,
spindled, or mutilated. The charge for replacement is $5.00. If students lose their ID’s or come to school without one, a
temporary ID (good only for the date of issue) will be made at the cost of $1.00, and this fee is due when purchased. However,
students may sign to “charge the fee,” and this balance will be cleared on the fifth occurrence. Students arriving at school
without an 1D should report immediately to the Student Information Center to request a temporary ID be made by signing an ID
sheet. They will be issued a sticker and are to pick up their temporary 1D between 1% and 2™ periods.
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Electronic Paging Devices and Cellular Phones
Policy
USE OF PAGING DEVICES/CELL PHONES IN SCHOOL

Code JICJ Issued 06/08

For Purposes of this policy, paging devices are defined as telecommunications devices, (including cellular telephones) that emit
an audible signal, vibrate, display a message or otherwise summon or deliver a communication to the possessor, including the
camera portion of a camera phone.

No student may possess a paging device/cell phones while on school property during the instructional day. Refer to
Administrative Rule JICJ-R for any violations of this policy.

The district will make an exception to this rule if the student needs the paging device/cell phone for a legitimate medical reason.

Before a student may have a paging device at school, the principal must have written, approved evidence on file of the student's
medical need.

The principal of each school will decide what constitutes a legitimate medical reason consistent with any guidelines established
by this board and/or by the state department of education.

A student who has a paging device/cell phone without permission as outlined in this policy is subject to discipline as provided by
board policy. Neither the school nor the district will be responsible for any lost or stolen items as a result of confiscation.

A person who finds a student in possession of a paging device/cell phone without permission must report the student to the
school principal. The device will be confiscated and turned over to the student’s parents at the end of the school year. Failure to

retrieve the devices within 30 days of the end of the school year will result in the disposal of the device.

Adopted 10/28/91; Revised ~06/09/08

Legal references:
A. S.C. Code:
1. Section 59-63-280 - Possession of paging devices by public school students under age 18 prohibited.

Administrative Rule
USE OF PAGING DEVICES/CELL PHONES IN SCHOOL

Code JICJI-R Issue 06/08

High School

All Offenses — Phone confiscated and student/parent/legal guardian may pick-up with a $25.00 fine or retain device for the
remainder of the school year.
Adopted 06/09/08

Legal references:
A. S.C. Code:
1. Section 59-63-280 - Possession of paging devices by public school students under age 18 prohibited.
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Additional Items
When students arrive before 7:20 am, they must report to the gym, cafeteria, or courtyard and are not to loiter in the parking
lot, front lobby, or around/outside/inside the school building.
Classroom wings are off limits during lunch and before 7:15 am unless you have a pass.
The gym and locker rooms are off limits during lunch.
Students may not leave school grounds during school hours for any reason without proper permission from the
Administration or its designee.
Students are not allowed to bring outside fund raising items to school to sell.
No pamphlets, posters, or literature may be distributed or posted without the approval of a principal.
Students are discouraged from bringing valuables to school that could be lost or stolen.
Students are further cautioned that unauthorized visitors (those who do not have permission from the Administration) to be
on campus are trespassing and will be subject to arrest and prosecution. Please caution friends and former students that they
are not to be on campus during the school day without permission.
No skateboards.
The courtyard and bus loop are off limits during class times.
Playing cards, game cards, magic cards, etc. are not allowed at school and will be confiscated.
CD players, radios, headphones, Ipods walkmans, etc. may be confiscated and returned at the end of the school year.
Students have no reason to bring electronic devices to school. EDHS will not accept responsibility in time or liability for
the loss of electronic devices. Students refusing to give such items to a staff member may be suspended.

Sexual Harassment- Is not tolerated at Fort Dorchester High School in any form.

Refer to the Dorchester School District Two’s Parent-Student Handbook

Safe School Act

Fort Dorchester High School, as required by law, operates under the guise of the South Carolina Safe School Act of 1990.
Anyone who violates the statutes of this act will be charged under the guidelines established by the General Assembly of the
State of South Carolina. These criminal charges and penalties are in addition to Administrative action taken by the local school.

e  Possession of Weapons or Use of Weapons on Campus. Any person violating this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined in an amount not to exceed one thousand dollars or imprisoned
for a term not to exceed one year or both. Any weapon or object used in violation of this section may be
confiscated by the law enforcement division making the arrest.

e  Use, Possession, or Distribution of Drugs. It is a separate criminal offense for a person to unlawfully distribute,
sell, purchase, manufacture, or to unlawfully possess with intent to distribute, a controlled substance while in or
within a radius of one-half mile of the grounds of a public or private elementary, middle, or secondary school; a
private playground or park; a public vocational or trade or technical educational center; or a public or private
college or university. Any person committing this act must be, upon conviction, punished by a fine not to exceed
ten thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not to exceed ten years, or both. When a violation involves the
distribution, sale, manufacture or possession with the intent to distribute crack cocaine, the punishment, upon
conviction, must be a fine of not less than ten thousand dollars and imprisonment for not less than ten or more than
fifteen years. When a violation involves only the purchase of a controlled substance, including crack cocaine, the
punishment, upon conviction, must be a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars or imprisonment for a term not to
exceed one year or both. Look-a-like substances will be treated the same.

e  Minor Bound Over As An Adult. If a child fifteen years of age or older is charged under the weapons or drug
statutes listed above, he/she maybe bound over and tried as an adult under the provisions of the Safe School Act.

e School Crime Reporting. All individuals charged under this act will be reported to the S.C. Department of
Education.
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e  Threats against Teachers, Principals, or School Related Personnel. It is unlawful for any person to knowingly
and willingly deliver or convey to a public official or to a teacher or principal of an elementary, middle, or
secondary school any letter or paper, writing, print, missive, document, or any verbal or electronic communication
which contains any threat to take the life of or to inflict bodily harm upon the public official, teacher, or principal,
or member of their immediate family. Any person violating the provisions of this section must, upon conviction,
be punished by a term of not more than five years.

Disturbing School
Misdemeanor — Code Section 16-17-420
Elements of the offense:
e The student refused to do as directed, or
e That the student willfully or unnecessarily did interfere with or disturb the students or teachers of any school or
college, or
e  That the student did loiter about such school or college premises, or
e  The student did act in an obnoxious manner thereon, or
That the student did enter upon any school or college premises or did loiter upon same without the permission of
the principal or president in charge.
Penalty: A fine not less than $100.00 nor more than one thousand dollars or imprisonment in the county jail for not
less than thirty (30) days or more than ninety (90) days.
Infractions of any one of the above will result in a disturbing school charge.

Scholastic Crime Stoppers
To insure the establishment and preservation of an atmosphere that is conducive to learning, the Administration of Fort
Dorchester High School will aggressively pursue this program that provides monetary rewards for confidential information which
results in the identification of anyone responsible for the introduction of drugs, alcohol, weapons or intentional disruptive
behavior at school. Rewards are paid when information leads to successful discipline/prosecution and confiscation. Students
with information should contact an Administrator or the School Resource Officer (SRO). The student(s) charged and determined
to be responsible will be required to reimburse the program the cost of rewards paid.

Alcohol, Drugs, & lllegal Substances
Students at Fort Dorchester High School will not use, consume, possess, or distribute alcoholic beverages, drugs, or any
other illegal substance. Look-a-like substances will be treated as illegal substances. Police will be contacted in all cases.
Students violating this regulation shall be recommended for expulsion for the remainder of the school year and referred to SclP.

Cheating/Plagiarism
The giving or receiving of information on graded work or failure to cite resources appropriately will be regarded as
cheating. The classroom teacher will be the sole determinant as to whether cheating has occurred and will notify the
student and parent. The student will be given a grade of “0” or will be referred for discipline and treated in accordance with the
discipline policy. Open-book and homework assignments are exempt.

Dress Code

In order to provide an atmosphere that is conducive to learning, instills discipline, and avoids safety hazards, and
distractions. Dorchester School District Two establishes the following guidelines for students:

Belts: If belts are worn, they must be worn at an appropriate level, buckled, and tucked in loops.

Blankets: No blankets may be brought to school or used before, during, or after school.

Footwear: Shoes must be worn at all times. No bedroom slippers.

Gloves: May not be worn in the building.

Hats, bandannas, head stockings, and sweatbands: May not be worn in the building. If there is a medical reason for

a student to wear one of the above listed, a letter from a physician will need to be provided to the principal.

Pants: “Sagging” is not acceptable. Pants must be worn at the natural waistline and may not be made of any see

through materials (violator’s pants may be tied with rope/twine at the waistline w/shirts tucked in). Undergarments

must be completely covered.

Pajamas: No pajamas may be worn.

Shirts and blouses: Must be appropriately buttoned. Sweaters, vests, jacket shirts, and sweater shirts are exceptions.
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Shorts: Walking shorts are appropriate for school for students in grades 6-12. Generally, the standard for wearing
shorts is when standing, and arms hanging to the side, the area on the leg where fingers touch should be the hemline of
the shorts (i.e., with the fingers extended, if the tips touch skin). Short-shorts are not acceptable school attire and
students will call parents to bring a change of clothes.

Sunglasses: May not be worn in the building with the exception of Rx sunglasses with a medical reason for wearing
them provided.

Suspenders: Must be hooked and on the shoulders in the proper location.

Tops and skirts: Tank, halter, tube, bathing suits, spaghetti straps, midriffs that are exposed, or see through tops may
not be worn. Fish net shirts or cut off skirts may not be worn. Tennis skirts and mini-skirts are not allowed. The
standards for the length of shorts also apply to the length of skirts and dresses.

Students may not wear apparel, attire, colors or insignia which is obscene, vulgar, libelous, slanderous, incites, expresses
or advocates racial, ethnic, sexual or religious prejudices, that brings attention to a student’s involvement or membership
in gang-related groups or promotes beer, liquor, wine, cigarettes, or drugs.

Fort Dorchester High School will aggressively enforce the District’s dress code. To minimize the loss of class time, the
school will provide wardrobe accessories (belts, suspenders, cover-up, etc.) to students deemed to be in violation. These
items remain the property of FDHS and will be returned to the office the following school day. All items have a
replacement cost of $20.00 each. Failure to accept this offer will result in disciplinary action.

Smoking
Students are not allowed to possess or use tobacco while attending school, on school grounds, or while being a
participant in school activities. Cigarettes, other tobacco products, matches, lighters, and other such paraphernalia are illegal for
students under the age of 18 to posses and contraband items and are not allowed on campus or while participating in any school
activity. Students found in violation of this policy will be subject to the disciplinary policy.

Bus Discipline Procedures

In the operation of school buses, safety is first and of paramount importance. Good behavior of the students
transported is necessary for safe operations, and good discipline on school buses requires the cooperation of both students and
parents. Parents, however, are to remind their children of the importance of following the established rules of behavior while on
the bus and to heed the instructions of the bus driver. The procedure adopted by Fort Dorchester High School’s administration to
deal with misconduct on the buses is not to exceed the following:

First offense - A bus warning and parent notification

Second offense - Bus slip to parents and one day suspension from the bus

Third offense - Not less than three days suspension from the bus

Fourth offense - Not less than one week suspension from the bus

Fifth offense - Suspension from bus for the remainder of the school year

The bus privileges of a student may be suspended, of course, on a first or second offense when, in the judgment of
school officials, the misconduct is serious enough to justify such action. Each case of reported misconduct will be thoroughly
reviewed before punishment is administered. The Principal of the school is responsible for the punishment. Please feel free to
come to school or telephone the Principal should there be other concerns or questions regarding the foregoing.

Note: Attention of students and parents is directed to the State School Law which states in part that, “Students may be excluded
from bus transportation for disciplinary reasons by the Principal, and parents shall provide for students' transportation to and from
school during the period of such exclusion.”

Multimedia Computer Lab and Computer Use Guidelines
All users must abide by the District’s Acceptable Use Policy.
Parents must sign an agreement to allow their student to use specific accounts.
No food or drinks allowed.
No loud noises or disruptive behavior.
No altering of equipment (hardware or software) except as instructed in course assignments. This includes
changing cables, changing switches/options, modifying operating system, application software, etc.
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e No removal of equipment (hardware, software, or documentation) from the Multimedia Lab except copies of
software as authorized by the instructor.

e No copying of software protected by copyright. Noncompliance will result in disciplinary action and loss of lab
privileges.

e All hardware and software problems should be reported immediately. Only authorized software is allowed in the

lab.

The open lab period is available on a first-come first-served basis.

No “hacking” or accessing unauthorized drives or programs.

No personal discs will be used from home. No personal work will be allowed.

Tampering with the school computers will not be allowed.

Media Center
Hours: 6:30 am — 3:30 pm
The media center is fully automated with on-line subscription services and Internet access. There are over 15,000
titles, a wide variety of magazines, newspapers, audiobooks, videotapes, computer software, a copy machine, and word
processors for student use. Passes are required only during class time, and students may check out up to three items at a time.
All overdue items must be returned before another can be checked out and overdue fines are charged. Food, drink, and games are
not permitted in the media center. Internet Access Permit must be displayed by students when accessing Internet on all school
computers. The school supplies store is housed in the media center (no charging is allowed for school supplies). Students going
to the Media Center from Study Hall will be expected to remain the full class period and must have an assignment that requires
media center resources.

Internet Acceptable Use Policy (Overview)

Dorchester School District Two has adopted a policy governing the use of Internet in all District Two Schools. At Fort
Dorchester High School, students must have a signed parent permission form on file with the school. Students must show the
Internet Access Permit (signed by both parent and student) each time they log onto the Internet.

Students cannot use the school system to access pornographic sites, hate sites, lewd or profane materials, email, chat
rooms, or another person’s account; cannot use it to purchase or sell items; cannot deliberately disrupt the computer system or
destroy data by spreading viruses, engage in political lobbying, post chain letters or annoying messages on the Internet, or post
personal information about themselves (name, address, phone number, school name, etc.). Surfing the Internet is not permitted.
Students must use the Internet for research activities assigned by the teacher.

Students who violate the Acceptable Use Policy will lose their Internet privileges, will be referred for discipline, and
could be suspended from school depending on the nature of the infraction. Multimedia/computer Lab Computer use guidelines
apply to the media center computers.

Fort Dorchester High School and Patriot’s Pride during the National Anthem and/or
Pledge of Allegiance

It is a source of great pride that visitors to Fort Dorchester High School comment on the high level of respect students
have for the United States flag, National Anthem, and Pledge of Allegiance. FDHS can continue this respectability by
demonstrating the following:

During the ceremony of hoisting or lowering the flag all persons present should stand at attention, face the flag, and place their
right hand over the heart. Men should remove any headdress with the right hand and hold it over the left shoulder with the hand
being over the heart. In the event the flag is not displayed, all persons present should face toward the music (playing of the
National Anthem) and act in the same manner they would if the flag were being displayed at that time. All persons alien to the
United States of America should stand at attention.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America should be rendered by standing at attention while facing the
flag with the right hand over the heart acting in the same manner they would if the flag were displayed before them.
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There is no allowance for casual stances, conversations, leaning against walls or lockers, or continuing a leisurely stroll during
this time of patriotic reverence. However, two of the freedoms available to all of us under the U. S. Constitution are the freedoms
of religion and speech. Patriotic and law abiding citizens of the United States may choose to quietly and respectfully decline
participation in these activities due to religious or conscientious objection.

Students not following this guideline will be considered insubordinate.

Sick in School
Students who become ill must report to the nurse with a pass from their teacher. Students must sign in and out of the
nurse’s office with the time from both. Indications of serious illness will be reported to the principal, parent, and/or doctor.
Students must sign out properly before leaving school. Students should not spend extended periods of time in the restroom
due to illness, but should report to the school nurse promptly.

IMedication Policy

Dispensing of Medication
Dorchester School District Two requires that parents of students who need medication during the school hours must do
the following:

Lo

Present a written request form signed by the parent or legal guardian and witnessed by a school official.

2. Bring the medication in the original prescription bottle properly labeled by a registered pharmacist or physician as
prescribed by law.

3. All students who need medication prescribed by a doctor must have a request form completed by the parent and school
officials.

4. Parents are reminded that aspirins, cough medicines, and other over-the-counter medicines will not be dispensed at
school without written permission from a doctor stating the dosage and specific time(s) to be given at school.

5. Inthe event of a change in medication, parents/guardians are responsible for presenting a new request form.

6. Parents are also reminded that medication not claimed at the end of the school year will be disposed of by school
personnel.

7. Should a child need medication during the school day, the parent must contact the school so that appropriate
arrangements can be made.

8. When the school nurse is not available, the school principal’s designee will assist students in taking their medication.

Medication taken from students must be picked-up by a parent or legal guardian.

Parents are always welcome to visit Fort Dorchester High School. Unauthorized school visitation is prohibited. Friends,
small children and/or family without prior written permission from the Principal are prohibited. ~ An appointment to visit a
teacher during his planning period can be made by telephoning the school. Students are not allowed to have visitors at school.
Unauthorized persons on school grounds are subject to trespassing laws. All visitors must have a pass from the office and agree
to submit to search of their person and property.

Students are expected to attend school on time each of the school year’s 180 days. Students may not miss more than
five (5) days in a ninety (90) day course or ten (10) days in an one-hundred-eighty (180) day course. Students must also be in
attendance 120 hours in a class to receive credit. The Principal has the final decision in all matters concerning attendance. Days
missed because of an approved school function are counted as school related absences.

Lawful Absences — Understanding that circumstances sometime prevent attendance, the Dorchester School District Two Board

considers the following absentee situations as lawful absences:
e  Absences caused by illness.
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e  Absences because of a medical/dental appointment (Every effort should be made to schedule doctor or dentist appointments
before or after school or to stagger appointments for high school students so that the same period is not always missed. A
medical statement from a physician will be required upon return to school. Students who exceed 10 days because of routine
dental, doctor, or clinic visits will have days in excess of ten charged as unlawful absences).

Absences because of serious illness or death in a student’s immediate family.

e  Absences because of a recognized religious holiday.

Absences because of special circumstances that are approved by the school’s Principal, Superintendent, and Board of
Trustees.
e Absences because of a school-sponsored event provided the student has acquired fewer than ten absences.

Excuses
Within three days after returning to school, students must submit a written excuse to the attendance office explaining
absence, signed by parent(s) or guardian, and accompanied, if applicable, by a doctor’s statement. If students do not do so, the
absence will be considered unlawful. The excuse should contain the following information:
e  Date excuse was written.
e Reason for the absence.
e  Date of the absence.
e  Telephone number where parent or guardian can be reached.
e  Signature of parent, guardian, and/or doctor.
Note: Attendance is taken on class-by-class basis; therefore, sign-in or sign-out may cause a variance in number of days absent
in individual classes.
Make-up Work
If a student is suspended, signs in or out of school and misses a pre-scheduled test, he is required to make up the test on
the day he returns or at the teacher’s convenience. When students return to school after an excused absence, they must make-up
required work (including tests and homework) within a three (3) day period. The teacher may decide the day and time. This is
true except in cases of extenuating circumstances.
A student who knows in advance that he will be absent must check with his teachers to determine what assignments
must be completed. This applies to all school-sponsored activities and any other pre-arranged absences.

Signing In / Signing Out

Students sign in and out at the Attendance Office between 7:35 am and 2:30 pm. Students will not be able to sign out after 2:30
pm. Students signing out must present written request prior to 7:25 am of the day they wish to sign out. Students are excused
only when they sign out in the Attendance Office. They must also sign in if returning to campus. Requests for early dismissal
must contain the following:

e The name of the student wishing to leave early.

e  Reason for leaving early.

e A phone number where the parent can be reached. If parents cannot be reached, students will not be allowed

to leave.
e  The signature of the parent or guardian.

School to Work/Student Volunteer/CO-OP/Vocational Education

Students qualifying for late-in or early-out privileges through the School-to-Work (STW) program must have parental
permission to participate. Students with late-in may not arrive on campus any earlier than 15 minutes prior to the start of their
scheduled class. Students with early-out privileges must leave the campus within 15 minutes of the end of their last class.

Students who arrive on campus early or stay after their last class must have a pass from the front office each day. If
students elect to be on campus, they must report to study hall. No student will be allowed to loiter on campus or otherwise
disturb the routine of classes or other students.

Students who fail to comply with the aforesaid agreement can have the privilege revoked at any time by the school
administration for infractions of school rules; likewise, parent/legal guardian may withdraw permission for privileges upon
written notification to the school.

After the first discipline notice for failing to comply with this agreement, the student MAY be charged with
trespassing for each subsequent incident.
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Students who attend vocational education CAN NOT drive to and from the campus. They must ride the bus

provided by Dorchester District Two.

Note: If a student is assigned ISS for the day, the late-in and early-out privilege will NOT apply. The student will serve
ISS for the entire school day.

Parking/Driving privileges may be revoked with no refunds as a result of five (5) tardies to school in the morning or

three (3) suspensions. Students need to understand parking at Fort Dorchester High School is a privilege afforded students.
Certain conditions are attached to this privilege. Students who fail to uphold these conditions will be subject to monetary fines
and/or loss of parking privileges. These conditions are as follows:

1.

arwn

10.
11.

All automobiles parked on school grounds must be registered with the school and must display the current permit. Lost
permits may be replaced at a charge of $15.00.

Parking is strictly limited to the student parking area. Faculty parking is marked accordingly.

All students must park in the parking space assigned to them by their parking permit.

No student will be allowed to park in other students' assigned space.

All students must be licensed and covered by insurance. Visitors are not allowed in the parking lot without permission. The
parking lot is off-limits during the school day. Passes can be requested in the front office and approved by security.

Students are to obey all traffic signals, signs and markings on campus. There will be no speeding, over 15 mph, or any form
of reckless driving on school grounds. Students will not drive on the grass.

Student vehicles may be subject to search if there are reasonable grounds to believe that drugs, alcohol, stolen property or
other contraband might be present in that vehicle.

Parking regulations are strictly enforced. It is considered a privilege to park on school grounds. Suspension of driving
privileges, towing of vehicles and/or suspension from school may occur when violations of these regulations occur.

Students applying for and receiving a permit fully understand their responsibility in following these rules.

Parking fee is $25.00 and is not pro-rated or refunded if parking privileges are revoked.

Students are not allowed in the parking lot during the school day without an administrator’s permission.

The school is not responsible for the automobile or its contents.

Fort Dorchester High School has a closed campus policy. This means that students are not to leave campus unless
permission has been given from the appropriate authorities.

Access to the parking lots will be controlled and a security person will be assigned to patrol them.

Students who are in the parking lot without written permission from an administrator or front office will be subject to
disciplinary action. For example students are not to sit in their cars, congregate in the parking lot, or go to their cars without
permission.
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Extra-Curricular Activities|

Fort Dorchester High School offers students many opportunities to find congenial friends and an outlet for interests
whether the interest lies in athletics, music, dramatics, or other phases of school life. The right to join or not join a club belongs
to the individual student.

e The Principal must approve all fund raising activities.

e All class and club funds are to be deposited in the schools treasurer’s office to be credited to the proper account.

A club wishing to make a purchase must request a purchase order prior to the purchase.

e No club meeting, including practices, clean-ups, etc., may be held without the presence of an advisor for the

duration of the meeting.

The following clubs and activities are available at FDHS:

Academic Team
African-American Studies Club
Air Force Junior Reserve Officers
Training Corps
AFJROTC Drill Team/Color Guard
Air Force Kitty Hawk Honor Society
Anime Club
Art Club
Art National Honor Society
Band
Beta Club
Dance Club
Family Career Community Leaders of America
First Priority
French Club
Future Business Leaders of America
Guitar Club
Habitat for Humanity
Home Economics Related Occupations
Interact Club
International Spanish Honor Society
Junior Classical League
Link Crew
Literary Magazine

Mock Trial Club
National Art Honor Society
National Honor Society
National Spanish Honor Society
National Technical Honor Society
Odyssey of Mind
PTSA
Photography Club
Prom Committee
Quest Competition
Robotics Team
Role Playing Games
Students Against Destructive Decisions
School Newspaper Staff
Spanish Club
Speech and Debate
Step Team
Student Council
Surf Club
Teacher Cadets
Vocational Industrial Club of America
Vocational/Technical Honor Society
Yearbook
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Patriot Athletics|

The philosophy of the Athletic Department is “Athletes are to display sportsmanship on and off the field, giving their
academics top priority, and setting an example that would represent FDHS in a positive manner.” The department advocates the
development of a healthy body and wholesome use of leisure time through a physical education program.

All students are encouraged to participate in athletic programs and to be a part of the Patriot Tradition.

Varsity Sports
A variety of varsity sports is available to students at FDHS. Students must, however, meet the eligibility requirements
of the Athletic Department of Dorchester School District Two and the South Carolina High School League. Varsity sports
include:

Girls: Boys:

Basketball* Tennis Soccer* Baseball* Soccer* Track Golf
Cheerleading* Track Swimming Basketball* Swimming Football*

Cross-country Volleyball Softball* Cross-country Tennis Wrestling*

*a junior varsity team exists for these sports

Summary — Eligibility Rules ---South Carolina High School League
A contestant must furnish the Principal with a certified copy of his or her birth certificate.
A contestant must be under 19 years of age (see the Principal for exceptions to this rule).
A contestant must not participate under an assumed name.
A student, while participating, must be a full-time student as determined by guidelines set forth by the State Department of
Education.
5. A student who is repeating a course for which he has previously received credit cannot count this course as one required for
eligibility.
6. To participate in interscholastic athletic activities, students in grades 9-12 must achieve an overall passing
average in addition the following:

A. To be eligible in the first semester a student must pass a minimum of five Carnegie units applicable
toward a high school diploma during the previous year. At least two units must have been passed
during the second semester or summer school.

B. To be eligible during the second semester the student must meet one of the following conditions:

1. If the student met first semester eligibility requirements then he or she must pass the equivalent
of four, %2 units during the semester.
2. If the student did not meet first semester eligibility requirements then he or she must pass the
equivalent of five, ¥ units during the first semester.
A contestant must not have received a high school diploma or its equivalent.
A contestant must be academically eligible as mandated by state law.
9. A contestant will be ineligible at the end of the fourth school year from the time that he or she first entered the ninth grade.

A contestant is eligible to participate once he or she has entered the 7" grade.

10. Squad rosters for out-of —season competition may be restricted to a specific number of returning varsity players from the
same school.

11. A contestant must live with his or her parents or legally appointed guardian and attend the high school of their attendance
area (see the Principal for exceptions to this rule).

12. A contestant is eligible immediately if a transfer is the result of a real change of residence of his or her parents or guardian.

(see the Principal for exceptions to this rule).

13. A contestant must not violate his or her amateur status.
14. A contestant must not have transferred as a result of recruiting or undue influence.

Eal o o
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These rules apply to boys and girls as well as varsity, junior varsity. B team, middle school and junior high teams. If there are
questions concerning eligibility for high school interscholastic activities, please contact the Principal or write:

Executive Director, SC High School League, P.O. Box 211575
Columbia, SC 29221-6575
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Patriot Cup Events

The Patriot Cup consists of the following events in which students can compete against teachers in a variety of
events or “challenges.” Any student may participate as long as he/she meet the qualifying conditions.

Date Event Quialifying conditions
Homecoming Dunk-Booth Challenge Students with no tardies or
All lunch periods referrals as of 1* quarter and

no unexcused absences

First Tug-of-War Challenge The class that wins the

Pep Rally tug-of-war tournament
September Sudoku Challenge First 35 to sign-up, must be
(during school) passing core subjects and one

or less referral

September Chess Tournament First 35 to sign-up, passing
(during school) all classes as of 1% quarter
October Teacher/Student Basketball First 30 to sign up, passing
(during school) 3 point Contest all courses, and no more than

Basketball Free-Throw Contest two referrals

November Pop-Culture Quiz Bowl Students with good discipline
low absenteeism, and good grades

January Academic Quiz Bowl Top 100 students from each

7" and 8" period class will be invited

Last week of March Field Day No discipline

At the end of each quarter “On a Roll Celebration” Students who have A/B averages

*dates, times, and events subject to change as needed
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Fort Dorchester High School
2008-2009 Bell Schedule

1% Period 7:25-8:23

2" Period 8:29-9:19

3" Period 9:25-10:15

4" Period 10:21-11:11 (Lunch)
5™ Period 11:17-12:07 (Lunch)
6" Period 12:13-1:03 (Lunch)
7" Period 1:09-1:59 (Lunch)
8" Period 2:05-2:55

Fort Dorchester High School
2008-2009 Homeroom Bell Schedule

1% Period 7:25-8:14
Homeroom 8:20-8:30

2" Period 8:26-9:25

3" Period 9:31-10:20

4™ Period 10:26-11:15 (Lunch)
5" Period 11:21-12:10 (Lunch)
6" Period 12:16-1:05 (Lunch)
7" Period 1:11-2:00 (Lunch)
8™ Period 2:06-2:55

Fort Dorchester High School
2008-2009 Activity Bell Schedule

1% Period 7:25-8:20
2" Period 8:26-9:08
3" Period 9:14-9:58
4™ Period 10:04-10:50 (Lunch)
5" Period 10:56-11:42 (Lunch)
6" Period 11:48-12:34 (Lunch)
7" Period 12:40-1:22 (Lunch)
8" Period 1:28-2:10
Activity 2:16-2:55
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If there is a problem...

Students, parents, and all staff members have the right to contact the Dorchester District Two Board of Trustees to seek
solutions to problems or concerns. However, the proper and requested method of resolving problems is to begin with the person
directly involved. If the problem remains unresolved, persons with the complaints should proceed to the next authority level in
the proper manner. If, after meeting with the Principal, the Director of Secondary Education, and the Superintendent (in that
order) the problem is still unresolved, those persons with a concern should contact the Superintendent in writing to request a
meeting with the school board.
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